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[ Abstract ]

From the viewpoint of WWW-based IR researches, the metadata and resource
description framework become much more important than ever before. Therefore, the
application of the controlled vocabularies increasingly plays an important role. The
recent literature also report that controlled vocabularies significantly improve IR
effectiveness. Thesauri and Subject Headings consist of controlled vocabularies and
represent the knowledge structures in various relations in details. However, the
construction and management of thesauri is not an easy task and the integration of
thesaurus subsystem into IR systems or Digital Library/Museum is not considered in
the current IR systems or DL projects. The paper will investigate the applications of
thesauri and subject heading, propose a model to handle the thesauri or the subject
headings in a systematic way, and implement the prototype of a practical system.
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